Lighthouse Legacies 2025
Featured Quilter Jayne Steffens

Jayne Steffens is an accomplished quilt historian, appraiser and
quilter and we are fortunate to have her as a member of LHQ!

Jayne started sewing doll clothes out of fabric scraps from clothes
her mother made. Jayne was never taught to quilt but would sit on t
the floor under a quilt frame while her grandmother and great aunts
chatted and quilted above her. When she was nine, her grandmother
gave her a quilt signed on the back “To Jayne Ann from Grandma
Steffens, 1948”. Many years later Jayne would discover that the
fabric & pattern for her quilt were purchased at the historic Mary
McElwain Quilt Store in Walworth, WI.

A few years after Jayne and her husband Jerry, moved to Racine in 1985
she took a sampler class at Sew N Save which re-ignited her interest in
quilting. In the late 1990’s Jayne joined the Lighthouse Guild and
remembers being “blown away” by the quilts that were shown. She served
on the board for several terms as Hospitality Chair and/or as Program Chair.
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With retirement just around the corner, she decided to follow her new
passion for quilt history and become a quilt appraiser. She was certified
in 2005. Jayne also became involved with the American Quilt Study Group
e — e (AQSG). Soon after, she co-founded the
Wisconsin Quilt Study Group (WQSG). Her : '-
involvement with both organizations led to serving as co- chalr of the
2014 AQSG Seminar, held in Milwaukee and attended by several
Lighthouse guild members who volunteered to help out. From 2017 —
2020, Jayne was elected as president of AQSG and worked with
many talented people from around the country to guide the
organization through the challenges of Covid. Jayne enjoys many
forms of quilting but favors creating small, original quilts as well as
working with wool appliqué.

The ongoing series of “Journal Quilts” was
created as a challenge to express the main
event of the week in an 8”"x10” format.
Jayne treasures the inspirations and friends
made through Lighthouse!

Congratulations and Thank you, Jayne,
For sharing your skill and knowledge
with Lighthouse Quilters Guild!
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